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December 23, 2015 

Ms. Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
William Jefferson Clinton Building 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 

We are writing to request a meeting with you and your staff to discuss actions the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is taking in response to Section 114 Request for 
Information letters sent to several oil and gas companies in North Dakota before any 
additional action is taken by the EPA. 

It is our understanding the EPA has decided to impose fines and penalties on 
companies operating in North Dakota after issuing Section 114 letters regarding methane 
emissions from tanks. We have been told a couple of companies must pay a large fine and. 
even larger mitigation penalty without the ability to work toward a plan to address the 
concerns. Several North Dakota companies formed a task force to work with the North 
Dakota Department of Health to develop best practices for methane emissions. We believe 
the EI> A must work with the State and industry to find a plan that is achievable and one that 
respects the State's primary jurisdiction over air quality matters. 

It is important that the EPA wotks in good faith with the State and businesses befote 
moving forward with fines and regulations that can harm not only individuals working in t~e 
field, but also large sectors of our economy. We therefore request a meeting with you and J 

your staff within the first two weeks of] anuary to discuss the EP A's proposed actions. We 
look forward to your reply. 

()t.J~ ...... ;ohn !-loc en 
U.S. Scnat 

Sincerely, 

'~~~J~ 
U.S. Senator 

Jack Dalrymple 
North Dakota Governor 

Cc: Shaun McGrath, Region 8 Administrator 
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MARTIN HEINRICH 
NEW MEXICO 

(202) 224-6521 
(202) 228-2841 FAX 
Heinrich.Senate.Gov 

December 18, 2015 

Ron Curry 
Administrator 
EPA Region 6 Office 
1445 Ross Ave Ste 1200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2750 

· -Dear Administrator Curry: 

itnitnl ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

COMMITTEES: 

ARMED SERVICES 

ENERGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES 

INTELLIGENCE 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

Please see the enclosed letter from my constituent ~ regarding her concerns 
about the air quality conditions at the trichloroethylene spill site at the Laun-!?.,~~U£V1Y 
Company building in downtown Albuquerque. Please respond directly tc JPPO/lffiP' md 
provide Zachary Aronow and Abby Lewis in my office with a copy. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

1~ 
MARTIN HEINRICH 
United States Senator 

ALaUQUEAQUE 
400 GoLD AVENUE SW 

SUITE 1080 
Al.suauEROUE. NM 87102 

(606) 346-6601 
(505) 346-6780 FAX 

fARMINOTON 
7450 EAsT MAIN STREET 

Sun~A 
FARMINGTON, NM 87402 

(606) 326-5030 
1505) 325-6035 FAX 

I.As Cftucu 
605 SOUTH MAIN STRl:ET 

SUITE 148 
LAs CRUCES, NM 88001 

(576) 523-6561 
(5751 52H584 FAX 

ROSWELL 
200 EAsT 4TH STREET 

SUITE 300 
ROSWELL, NM 88201 

(575) 622-7113 
(675) 622-3538 FAX 

SANTA FE 
123 EAST MARCY STReET 

Sum 103 
SANTA FE, NM 87501 

(506) 988-6647 
(605) 992-8435 FAX 



October 30, 2015 

Message: Recently, there have been news stories (KUNM) regarding a large TCE spill from a 
business, Laun-Dry, located on 12th St. NW, just south of the 1-40 freeway. The spill is judged to 
be larger than the Kirtland spill, and closer to the surface though not contaminating city wells 
only groundwater and was first discovered 20 years ago. 

Since the initial discovery, and replacement of the tanks, there has been little or no monitoring of 
the spill. The attorney representing the business, a Mr. Domenici, was quoted as saying the 
pro~lem will probably resolve itself - a pretty facile statement if you are not a neighbor of the 
irresponsible business. The state of NM has been waiting (20 years!) for the business to present a 
plan for remediation. That's enougl:l__patience; we need_immediate action. We n.e.ed moqitoring_~,o .... __ _ 
-determine the extent of the erivircmmentaldaniage and the dangers to people identified, and a 
plan for remediation of the site. 

Presently, the state has cut the budget for the NM Environment Dept. so there are not enough 
employees to monitor air and water dangers although Ms. Hunter of thatdepartment equates the 
spill to "other superfund sites". 

I first.contacted my City Councilor, Isaac Benton, who like most of us, had never heard of the · 
problem. I have also contacted my state representatives, Sen, Jerry Oriz y Pino and Rep. Javier 
Martinez, as well as Michelle Hunter of the NM Environment Dept. But a superfund site needs 
federal assistance and I hope you can support our historic neighborhoods and our state. 

Thank you for all the work you do. 

Sincerely, 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION6 

1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 

'JAN 212016 

Re: Trichloroethane (TCE) Spill from Laun-Dry Supply Company 

Dea~-~ 
The purpose of this letter is to respond to your October 30, 2015, letter to Senator Martin 
Heinrich's office. This letter was forwarded to Mr. Ron Curry, Administrator, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6, on December 18, 2015, and was referred to 
me for reply as the release of a TCE spill in Albuquerque, New Mexico, is in my ju.risdiction. 

Your letter discusses the historical release of TCE from the Laun-Dry Supply Company, the 
need for immediate action, monitoring to determine the extent of the environmental damage, 
the dangers to people identified, and a plan for remediation of the site. In respQnsE\) to your 
request, the EPA contacted Ms. Michelle Hunter, Chief of the Ground Water Quality Bureau of 
the New Mexico Environmental Department (NMED). 

Ms. Hunter informed the EPA that in the last few months, NMED negotiated with· Laun-Dry 
Supply Company and have resulted in Laun-Dry Supply Company taking the following actions 
and making the following commitments: 

1. Completed extraction of source area vapors (according to their consultant, about -99%) 
behind t~e facility; 

2. Nearing completion of a pilot project to determine which amendment .will work best to 
remediate the plume (it's geology/soil/geochemical dependent); 

3. Committed to an additional Passive Soil Vapor survey in the vicinity of 4th and Haines. 
This work has begun; and 

4. Committed to expanding the soil vapor extraction system east to the "other" source area 
near the railroad tracks on Eighth Street. This work has begun; 

5. Committed to conducting soil vapor and indoor air sampling at approximately 15 homes. 
This work has begun; 

6. Agreed to move forward to a Stage 2 (cleanup) Abatement Plan within 6 months; 



I hope you find this information helpful. Should you have any questions, please contact 
Mr. Chris Villarreal, Chief ?f the Su~r.f~rd, lsk.~~p.1Site Assessment Section, at 
(214} 665-6758 or by email at v re·ai. r ' v. Or you may contact 
Ms. Michelle Hunter with the NMED. She can b~ reached at (505} 827-2919. 

. . 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Director 
Superfund Division 


